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NORTHERN ARIZONA UNIVERSITY

THE W. A. FRANKE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UNDERGRADUATE INDEPENDENT STUDY

THE PURPOSE of independent study in The W. A Franke College of Business (FCB)

is to provide opportunities for qualified students to investigate specific areas of

worthwhile academic interest not included in business courses available at NAU.

The peak of scholarship is attained when a student, equipped with the necessary tools

and background, is sufficiently motivated to pursue the acquisition of worthwhile

knowledge persistently, independently, and successfully. Commonly, this level of

academic maturity is expected at the graduate level. However, NAU and the FCB recognize that some undergraduate students can begin to progress to this level at an earlier stage and indeed can find great stimulation to scholarship through an opportunity to earn credits toward the Bachelor's degree in self-directed study. The FCB, therefore, provides opportunities for qualified undergraduates to undertake guided investigations into areas of knowledge that ARE N0T INCLUDED IN FORMAL COURSE STRUCTURES. (NAU GENERAL CATALOG) 
REQUIREMENTS FOR A FCB UNDERGRADUATE INDEPENDENT STUDY:

1. 
Registration for an independent study is permitted ONLY AFTER APPROVAL FOR IT HAS BEEN OBTAINED BY THE STUDENT (a) from his/her advisor, (b) from the faculty member who will supervise the investigation (must be a FCB faculty member), and (c) from the Office of Academic Services. Note: A subjective criterion upon which such approvals will be based is the likelihood that the student has the ability and the academic background needed to experience success in the study.

2. 
Only junior and seniors who have a 2.25 or better cumulative grade point average are eligible for independent study.

3. 
Approval for a student to register for independent study must be based on a student-written prospectus, which is a detailed plan that clearly identifies what will be done (a copy of this prospectus form is attached). The prospectus is to include the following minimum information: proposed title of the study; an informative description of the project; the general and specific purposes of the investigation; procedures to be followed (activities to be engaged in) in carrying out the study; requirements to be met (including, but not limited to, a schedule of completion dates for certain phases of the study and for its ultimate completion date as well as, in most cases, a bibliography); and the manner in which the project will be evaluated by the faculty member.

4. 
An independent study is not to be used solely as a means of solving a class scheduling conflict for the student, except in dire emergency.

5. 
The semester hour value for any independent study may be 1, 2, or a maximum of 3 hours. No more that 6 total hours of independent study may be applied toward a Bachelor's degree; only 3 total hours may be used toward the student's major requirements or for upper-division business electives.

6. 
The student and faculty supervisor should meet a minimum of three times for each semester hour of credit to plan the study and evaluate progress.

7. 
The following statement identifies the minimum student time involvement that corresponds to the semester hour credit to be granted for an independent study: at least 45 clock hours for 1 semester hour of credit, at least 90 clock hours for 2 semester hours of credit, and at least 135 clock hours for 3 semester hours of credit.

8. 
The faculty supervisor (must be a FCB faculty member) of the independent study is responsible for making certain that academic integrity and quality are maintained in the project under his/her direction. In some cases, where more than one faculty supervisor may have the responsibility for directing an independent study, the responsibility for academic integrity and quality is to be shared by the supervisors; however, a FCB faculty member is to be designated as the person who has principal responsibility.

9. 
The grade for independent study will be assigned by the faculty member supervising the investigation. The ultimate grade will be either "P" (Pass) or "F" (Fail). Consistent with the University's standards for such grades, the faculty supervisor may also assign either the grade of "IP" (In Progress) or "I" (Incomplete) for an independent study until such time as the project is completed (should be within one semester following the semester during which the student originally registered for the course).
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PROSPECTUS FOR THE W. A. FRANKE COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UNDERGRADUATE INDEPENDENT STUDY

Course Prefix ____ 497

NOTE: The information required is to be TYPED.

STUDENT'S NAME SSN/ID#_________________________

MAJOR CUM GPA_______________________

NO. OF SEMESTER HOURS COMPLETED AT TIME INVESTIGATION IS TO TAKE PLACE:_________

NO. OF SEMESTER HOURS OF INDEPENDENT STUDY PREVIOUSLY COMPLETED:_____________

NO. OF SEMESTER HOURS FOR THIS INDEPENDENT STUDY:_______________________________

TERM AND YEAR IN WHICH STUDY IS TO BE CONDUCTED:_________________________________

PROPOSED TITLE OF STUDY:

INFORMATIVE DESCRIPTION:

GENERAL AND SPECIFIC PURPOSES:

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED:

REQUIREMENTS TO BE MET:

MANNER OF EVALUATION BY FACULTY SUPERVISOR:

STUDENT'S SIGNATURE__________________________________
DATE________________

SUPERVISING FACULTY SIGN._____________________________ 
DATE________________

ADVISOR'S SIGNATURE __________________________________
DATE________________

DEAN'S SIGNATURE _____________________________________
DATE________________

(FCB OFFICE OF ACADEMIC SERVICES)
